
CFPG Meeting Agenda 12-03-02

California Federal Programming Group
(CFPG)

December 3, 2002
 10:00 – 2:00

FTA Regional Office
201 Mission Street, Suite 2210

San Francisco, CA

Meeting called by:

Facilitator:

Recorder/Time Keeper:

Standing Meeting

Caltrans Transportation Programming

Caltrans Transportation Programming

Agenda topics
Description  Presentor

Topics/Agenda/Introductions  Kris Balaji/ Paul Page

Approval of the items from the 10/29/2002 DBUG
meeting

Announcements

 All

 Kris Balaji

Follow-Up Items: -Group Name

-Annual Listing of Projects- Follow up on Task Force

-Financial Plan to FHWA by April 1, 2004

-MPO /Transit Operators agreements

-IPG Calendar

 Kris Balaji

 Rosemary Ayala

 Abhijit Bagde

 Paul Page

 Wade Hobbs

Carry over of obligated projects to current FTIP cycle  Kris Balaji / Wade Hobbs

MPO Board Calendar Meeting Dates  Abhijit Bagde

Project Description field in CTIPS  Abhijit Bagde

Split “PE” phase into “PA & ED” and “PS & E” phases. Kris Balaji

Importance of updating amendments in CTIPS  Abhijit Bagde

Moving funds from one phase to another through
amendments

 Kris Balaji

Multiple lead agencies for one project (STIP Prop 35)  Kris Balaji

Open Forum/ Next Meeting Date  

Adjourn/Close  

:



CFPG Meeting Minutes
December 3, 2002

In Attendance

Name Agency Email Telephone
Kris Balaji Caltrans kris_balaji@dot.ca.gov (916) 654-2983
Muhaned Aljabiry Caltrans Muhaned_aljabiry@dot.ca.gov (916) 657-5066
Abhijit Bagde Caltrans abhijit_bagde@dot.ca.gov (916) 654-3638
Wade Hobbs FHWA wade.hobbs@fhwa.dot.gov (916) 498-5027
Sookyung Kim SANDAG ski@sandag.cog.ca.us (619) 595-5350
Jerome Wiggins FTA Jerome.wiggins@fta.dot.gov (415)744-2819
Ray Sukys FTA Ray.sukys@fta.dot.gov (415)744-2802
Steve Guhin SACOG Sguhin@sacog.org (916)733-3247
Hymie Luden FTA Hymie.luden@fta.dot.gov (415)744-2732
Raymond Odunlami MTC rodunlami@mtc.ca.gov (510)464-7717
Donna Turchie FTA Donna.Turchie@fta.dot.gov (415)744-2737
Bob Swensen Caltrans bob_swensen@dot.ca.gov (916)654-4366
Liz Levine MCTC lizmctc@psnw.com (559)675-0721
Dan Little Shasta dlittle@co.shasta.ca.us (530)245-6819
Raquel Carabajal KCOG rcarabajal@kerncog.org (661)861-2191
Lorraine Lerman FTA lorraine.lerman@fta.dot.gov (415)744-2735
Paul Page FTA paul.page@fta.dot.gov (415)855-6868
Harlan Woo Caltrans harlan_woo@dot.ca.gov (916)654-4716

Phone Participants
Todd Muck AMBAG tmuck@ambag.org (831)883-3750
Sue Hall SLOCOG Shall@slocog.org (805)781-4255
Diane Grindall SJCOG Dgrindall@sjcog.org (209)468-3913
Susan Wilson CT-D3 susan.wilson@dot.ca.gov (916)274-0639
Laura Fields CT-D1 lfields@dot.ca.gov (707)445-6358
Mac Cavalli CT-D6 Mcavalli@dot.ca.gov (559)445-5285

The CFPG meeting was held at FTA in San Francisco from 10:00 am- 2:00 pm

Agenda Items Covered:

Topics/Agenda/Introduction (K. Balaji)

Meeting started with introduction of attendees and review of agenda items.

Approval of meeting minutes from 10/29/02 DBUG meeting (All)

Approved with no comments



General discussion items

- Group forum for programming discussion will include Caltrans Districts.
- Group will discuss Federal programming issues only, not State.
- Group suggested issuing first draft of minutes for comments before finalizing. Minutes will be sent to
members for comments.
- K. Balaji introduced his draft of the Group mission statement
“Facilitate interagency consultation on Federal Programming to effectively manage California's
Federal Statewide Transportation Improvement Program"

Group members are encouraged to offer suggestions to refine the mission statement before it is
finalized.

Announcements (K. Balaji)

Muhaned Aljabiry was introduced as the FTIP Coordinator for Caltrans districts 6,7,8,9,10, and 12.  Abhijit
Bagde will be the Coordinator for districts 1, 2, 3, 4,5 and 11. Muhaned will be in charge of:
• Processing TIP amendments.
• For those MPO’s with their own databases, work  to upload MPOs FTIP database  into CTIPS.
• Running the CFPG meetings.

Questions regarding the database transfer process:
Q: Will CTIPS have obligation info?
A: CT- no resources at this time because of budget constraints.

Q: Will there be a Federal Aid Number?
A: CT- Yes

Q: What is the timeline of integration of upload?
A: CT- About one year will be the target date. This will be contingent upon availability of MPO’s and CT
resources

Q: Where are we at with CTIPS? What is Agency involvement?
A: CT- All MPO’s are on CTIPS except SCAG. SACOG is almost done with transfer process.

Q: Will there be approval of amendments in CTIPS?
A: CT- Yes, it is currently being done. Official amendment approval is paper approval not electronic
signature process because the accuracy of data in CTIPS is not satisfactory yet.

K. Balaji announced that December 1, 2002 is the due date from CT to FHWA for TIP amendments and for
MPO’s not to send amendment that require conformity determination.

Follow up Items from previous meeting

• Group Name- the Group was surveyed and California Federal Programming Group (CFPG) was
chosen.

• Annual Listing of Projects- Follow up on Task Force
Rosemary Ayala (SCAG) could not attend the meeting, Kris filled in. The Task force will identify:
- Preferred format and what should be included
- Fiscal or calendar- Federal fiscal year will be used.
- The Annual listing includes State local and transit projects.
- Task force should start work as soon as possible to come up with recommendations before the

next meeting.



- Although the legislation stipulates MPOs are responsible for the annual listings, since MPOs do
not have these information readily available, Mr. Balaji stressed that Caltrans will assist as much
as possible.

• Financial Plan to FHWA by April 1, 2004

Abhjit Bagde spoke about submitting financial plan to FHWA by April, 2004. CT, FTA and FHWA will
come up with guidelines by April, 2003. MPO’s will be consulted during the preparation of the guidelines.
Wade Hobbs said that MPO’s can include the financial plan as a chapter in their Long Range
Transportation plan, FTIP or can be submitted as a stand alone document under separate cover.

• MPO/Transit Operators agreements

Jerome Wiggins (FTA) spoke about 2002 FSTIP corrective action and for MPO’s to enter into cooperative
agreements with transit operators for Transit projects. Deadline is January 1, 2003. Agreements are
required by FTA. Handouts were given regarding the agreement issue and will be sent to phone
participants. Agencies that may need extension to the deadline must contact Jerome immediately ( See
handout 1). Mr Wiggins suggested that a copy of the agreement(s) be included in the MPO’s annual
Overall Work Program (OWP).

• IPG Calendar

Wade Hobbs spoke about
Schedule sheet (See handout 2)
Overall work program happens annually. Draft is completed (See handout 3). Planning emphasis areas
should be available by the time the draft IPG is submitted. Draft is available right now.  CT planning office
will include this in the MPO's Overall Work Program document.
Q: Have the new MPO’s been added into the IPG schedule?
A: The new MPO's (Kings and Madera) will be added into the 2003 IPG meeting schedule, however the
dates for the Kings and Madera meetings have not yet been set.  FHWA will provide additional information
as meetings are scheduled.

Carry over of obligated projects to current FTIP cycle (K. Balaji and W. Hobbs)

23 CFR section 450.324 identifies what the TIP must include. Suggestion to include in the description that
these projects are already fully obligated in the previous cycle and carried over for information only (See
follow up item 6).  Question was raised as to whether funds can be added administratively for previously
deobligated components.  Administrative amendment guidelines will need to be revised (See follow up
item 3). Another question was raised regarding how projects are identified if CTIPS does not include a “ for
information only” field. Recommendation to include a check box to identify “approval is for information
only” (See follow up item 6).

MPO Board calendar Meeting Dates (A. Bagde)

MPO’s need to provide CT with board meeting dates to be maintained in FTIP website for Districts’ use.
Some MPO’s have their schedules posted on their websites.



Project description field in CTIPS ( A. Bagde)

CT will provide template for transit and highway project description in the CTIPS. Description should not
be very detailed, but sufficient information should be included (See follow up item 5). If MPO’s need
additional space for detailed description, the MPO comments section of the CTIPS can be used. These
additional details are especially required for CMAQ projects to establish eligibility.

Split “PE” phase into “PA&ED” and “PS&E” phases (K. Balaji/ Wade Hobbs)

Mr. Hobbs had proposed that the PE phase be divided between PAED and PSE, however, the majority in
CFPG oppose the split. If a project is proposed to be approved for PE phase only, then identifying the phase
in the comment field or in the description as “PA&ED and PS&E” or “PA&ED only” is recommended. A
check box or a pull down menu is being considered to be included in CTIPS for non-exempt projects
proposed for environmental phase only.

Importance of updating amendments in CTIPS (A. Bagde)

Mr. Balaji pointed out that there are number of MPO/RTPAs in which the paper amendments that were
approved by their Board do not match the CTIPS version of the amendment. This discrepancy creates more
work for Caltrans staff. Between now and full implementation of the uploading mechanism with all MPO’s,
Mr. Balaji requested that CTIPS be updated concurrently and reconciled with the paper submittal of FTIP
amendments.

Moving funds from one phase to another through amendments (K. Balaji)

If moving funds from one phase to another is significant, then an explanation is necessary. The cover letter
should include a statement to assure that all project phases are fully funded after the funds are moved.
Fiscal constraints and air quality conformity should be considered.

Multiple lead agencies for one project (STIP Prop 35) (K. Balaji)

With the passage of Prop 35, which allows the local agencies to contract out project components, some
STIP projects will be implemented by more than one agency. For such projects, the MPO’s can use “VAR”
as the implementing agency and the lead agencies must be identified in the MPO’s comment section of the
CTIPS. The lead agencies must be consistent with the STIP project listing.

Follow up Items for next meeting

Description Agency Due
1. Call Rosemary on task force CT Done
2. Post Bob Swensen’s annual listing for projects on the website CT Done*
3. Potential revisions to administrative amendment guidelines  to: CT/FHWA/FTA 1/30/03

• Add funds to previously obligated components
• Move funds between components

4. TIP listing requirement for CFR’s FHWA 2/18/03
5. Template for project description on FTIP website CT 2/18/03
6. Check box in CTIPS   for project approvals for information only CT
7. Should PE be split into PA&ED and PS&E or not? FHWA 2/18/03
8. What can be done in CTIPS for multiple lead agency CT 2/18/03

on a single  project when uploaded from STIP.

* see link “Local Assistance Federal Programs 2002 OA” in the FTP/FSTIP website.

Open forum/ next meeting date (All)



A concern was raised that the cost of conference calls is high and it should be shared rather than have
FHWA pay for it when the meeting is hosted by FHWA.

SANDAG agreed to host the next meeting. The date suggested was Feb 11, 2003, however Sookyung Kim
has requested that the meeting be  moved to the following Tuesday Feb 18, 2003. Please mark your
calendars.



2003 Planning Certifications

(Draft-August 16, 2003)

Month and Location                                      Day                   Dates                Start Time

October

San Francisco                                      T-Th                 7-9                 10:00am

November

Santa Barbara W&Th 12-13 10:00am

San Diego T&W 18-19 10:00am

December

Honolulu T&W 09-10 10:00am



























2003 Intermodal Planning Group Schedule

(Draft-August 16, 2002)

Month and Location                             Day                   Date                       Time

February
Santa Barbara                          Tues. 25 9:30am
San Luis Obispo Wed. 26 9:30am

March
Merced Tues. 04 1:00pm
Modesto Wed. 05 10:00am
Stockton Thurs. 06 1:00pm

Honolulu Tues. 11 8:30am
Redding Tues. 11 9:00am
Chico Tues. 11 2:00pm

San Francisco Tues. 18 10:00am
Monterey Thurs. 20 10:00am

Bakersfield Tues. 25 2:00pm
Tulare Wed. 26 10:00am
Fresno Wed. 26 1:00pm
Sacramento Thurs. 27 10:00am

April

Yuma Tues. 01 1:00pm
Tucson Wed. 02 1:00pm
Phoenix Thurs. 03 10:00am
Flagstaff Fri. 04 10:00am

San Diego Tues. 08 10:00am
Tahoe Thurs. 10 10:00am

Reno Tues. 15 1:00pm
Las Vegas Wed. 16 10:00am

Los Angeles Wed. 23 10:00am



Planning Emphasis Areas for Fiscal Year 2003

The FTA and FHWA identify Planning Emphasis Areas (PEAs) annually

to promote priority themes for consideration, as appropriate, in metropolitan and

statewide transportation planning processes.  To support this, FTA and FHWA

will prepare an inventory of current practice, guidance and training in those areas.

Opportunities for exchanging ideas and experiences on innovative practice in

these topic areas also will be provided throughout the year. For FY 2003, FTA

and FHWA are continuing with the five key planning themes  originally

identified for FY 2002.   These are: 1) considering safety and security in the

transportation planning process; 2) integration of planning and environmental

processes; 3) consideration of management and operations within planning

processes; 4) consultation with local officials; and 5) enhancing the technical

capacity of planning processes.

 1.  Safety and Security in the Transportation Planning Process.  TEA-21

emphasizes the safety and security of transportation systems as a national priority

and calls for transportation projects and strategies that "increase the safety and

security of transportation systems."   This entails integration of safety and facility

security into all stages of the transportation planning process.

 FTA and FHWA are working together to advance the state-of-practice in

addressing safety and security in the metropolitan and statewide planning process

through workshops and case studies. A report prepared by the Transportation

Research Board (TRB), Transportation Research Circular E-C02, “Safety-

Conscious Planning,” January 2001, describes the issues and recommendations



identified at a Safety in Planning workshop held earlier.  The report is available

on the TRB website at [www.nas.edu/trb].  Also, the Institute of Transportation

Engineers (ITE) has prepared a discussion paper on the topic, entitled “The

Development of the Safer Network Transportation Planning Process,” which is

posted to their website at [www.ite.org].

 2.  Integrated Planning and Environmental Processes.  TEA-21 mandated

the elimination of the Major Investment Study as a stand-alone requirement, while

integrating the concept within the planning and project

development/environmental review processes.   A training course entitled

“Linking Planning and NEPA” is being developed and will be made available at

the National Transit Institute website – [www.ntionline.com].

 3.  Consideration of Management and Operations within Planning

Processes.  TEA-21 challenges the FTA  and FHWA to move beyond traditional

capital programs for improving the movement of people and goods – focusing on

the need to improve the way transportation systems are managed and operated.

The FTA  and FHWA have convened a working group and have commissioned

discussion papers on the topic.  This information is available at

[http://plan2op.fhwa.dot.gov].

4.  Consultation with Local Officials.  Consultation with local officials is a

vital yet sensitive issue within the transportation planning process. Within

metropolitan areas, the MPO provides the venue and policy context for this.

Outside of metropolitan areas, FTA  and FHWA are working to facilitate the most

effective consultation processes within each State. FTA and FHWA will continue



to ensure effective consultation between States and local officials in non-

metropolitan areas in reviewing statewide planning and specifically, in making

findings in support of FTA and FHWA STIP approvals.

5.  Enhancing the Technical Capacity of Planning Processes.  Reliable

information on current and projected usage and performance of transportation

systems is critical to the ability of planning processes to supply credible

information to decision-makers to support preparation of plans and programs that

respond to their localities’ unique needs and policy issues.  To ensure the

reliability of usage and performance data, as well as the responsiveness of policy

forecasting tools, an evaluation is needed of the quality of information provided

by the technical tools, data sources, forecasting models, as well as the expertise of

staff to ensure its adequacy to support decision-making.  And if this support is

found to be lacking, the responsible agencies within metropolitan and statewide

planning processes are encouraged to devote appropriate resources to enhancing

and maintaining their technical capacity.

The metropolitan and statewide transportation planning processes have

become critical tools for responding to increasingly complex issues at the State

and local levels.  Many of these issues are encompassed in previously listed

planning emphasis areas (e.g., integrated planning and environmental processes,

management and operations, analytical tools and methods) and include much

more.  It is essential that FTA and FHWA provide technical assistance, training,

and information to our customers to further enhance the skills and capabilities

they utilize to conduct effective transportation planning processes.  The FTA and



FHWA have created the Metropolitan Capacity Building (MCB) Program, and the

Statewide and Rural Capacity Building Programs as tools to disseminate and

coordinate information, training, and foster a dialogue for the exchange of ideas.

More information on the MCB program can be found at

[www.mcb.fhwa.dot.gov].

For further information on these PEAs, contact Ken Lord, FTA

Metropolitan Planning Division, (202) 366-2836, or Shana Baker, FHWA Office

of Metropolitan Planning and Programs, (202) 366-1862.
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